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Chart: The average difference between Arab and Jewish scores on the university
entrance exam

Year Average grade — Average Grade — Average Gap
Hebrew Test Arabic test
1991 438 554 116
1992 437 552 115
1993 | 438 556 118
1994 | 442 557 115
1995 | 436 555 119
1996 | 435 556 121
1997 | 430 556 126
1998 | 431 554 123
1999 | 435 560 125
2000 | 434 560 126
2004 | 462 567 105
2005 | 459 563 104
2006 | 460 564 104
2007 | 455 565 107
2008 | 455 564 109

Source: National Center for Educational Assessment and Exams (2009)
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Recommendations

As a result of conclusions drawn from this study’s research, we recommend
immediate cancellation of the Psychometric exam. We believe that due to the
exam’s discriminatory aspects of clear cultural bias, this exam has become the
main obstruction for young Arabs attempting to access institutions of higher
education in Israel.

Many parties involved in higher education policy support the existence of the
current format of the exam. We believe, however, that if the Psychometric exam
continues to be part of the University admission process that there must be an
implementation of policies to correct the exam scores in order to neutralize it’s
disparate impact. This would be a step towards overcoming the established and
static gap between Arab and Jewish examinees as long as the exam is in use.

Until the cancellation of the exam, we recommend the following steps towards

improving the achievements of Arab examinees:

* Establishing a professional forum that tracks Arab students’ preparation for
the Psychometric exam and formulates a policy of improvement or change
in psychometric testing. For example, the forum can track and observe the
Psychometric preparatory courses and centers in Arab society in order to raise
their level.

* To include Psychometric preparatory classes as an integral part of curricula in
Arab schools. This should be done in coordination with local councils and the
High Follow-Up Committee for the Arab Citizens in Israel so that these studies
apply to all those behind in the class at the beginning of high school studies.

* Placing this issue on the public and parliamentary agendas, including through
legislative proposals and the media, and building coalitions between various
sectors to lobby against the exam.

* To enable Arab examinees to take the exam in Arab localities. There exist
several educational institutions in Arab communities, including and the
Academic Institution in I'billin, Al-Qasemi Academic College of Education
in Baga al-Gharbiyye, and others. These Arab institution can ensure a calm
psychological atmosphere for young Arab students taking the exam close to
their homes, as opposed to locations that they are not accustomed to (the
climate of university).

* There is a need for Arab professionals to take part in writing and managing
the exam in order to overcome the cultural bias. The absence of Arab
professionals focused on preparing and evaluating the exam perpetuates the
discriminatory aspects of the exam. This should be emphasized further as a
similar recommendation previously appeared in the 1999 Al-Haj Committee
report, which examined the status of higher education amongst Arab citizens.
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different populations in Israel on three main levels: nationality, social status, and
gender. Arabs in Israel can belong to all three of these categories and are generally
the weakest group in terms of socio-economic status. Indeed, this research reveals
a gap of over 100 points between the average grades on the Psychometric exam
between students who are tested in Hebrew and students who are tested in Arabic
and argues that this constant and historical gap is evidence of this adverse impact.
This gap has remained stable throughout the years (see Chart, page 4).

Critique of the Psychometric Exam

In light of the results of our research, the critique of the Psychometric test is based
on three central characteristics:

First, the examination is full of deficiencies that prevent accurate predictions of
a student’s academic successes. One of the central deficiencies is the inability
to predict the success of students that were rejected, for which there is not yet a
method of examination.

Second, proponents of the Psychometric test claim that it is the most effective
tool for predicting success in studies since there are already existing defects
in the matriculation exams. However, despite the improvement in quality and
quantity of the level of Arab education over the past decade, the Psychometric
test results continue to show stable and valid gaps that exist between Arabs and
Jews over the years. This data indicates a cultural deviation in the exam and its
implementation.

Third, supporters of the exam argue that the gap between Arabs and Jews originate
from elements that pre-date the exam, such as the educational system. This
indicates that advocates are aware that the exam renews and even perpetuates
the existing gaps, yet they are not acting to change the degree of discrimination
in the education system.

Many studies evaluating the system of assessment and acceptance to academic
institutions have definitively shown that the ability of the Psychometric test to
predict chances for academic success is in fact quite weak and limited due to
the inherent cultural bias which constitutes a distinct obstacle for applicants from
weaker segments of society.

The State of Israel is one of the few countries in the world which has adopted
the system of weighted scores. The majority of western nations have adopted an
acceptance policy thatis based solely on the results of the high school matriculation
exams, and there are even countries which use a system of acceptance and
assessment which is conducted throughout the period of academic study, as
opposed to examination before studies.
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Psychometric Exam:
Barrier to University
for Arab Citizens in Israel

Introduction

This paper examines one of the main obstacles facing Arab student in obtaining
a higher education in lIsraeli universities: the Psychometric exam, a standard
national test for admission to Israeli universities.

This brief is a summary for English speakers of in-depth research in Arabic that
was conducted by Haifa University doctoral candidate Mr. Mohanad Mustafa
(Political Science), and research staff with Dirasat, the Arab Center on Law and
Policy . As part of the research process, two study days were organized in 2008
by Dirasat and the Follow Up Committee on Arab Education to discuss the initial
findings. We would like to thank all the participants for their contributions to the
research and analysis.

This is the most comprehensive study on this issue yet conducted. The results
clearly show the discriminatory results of the exam. The paper includes specific
recommendations to further examine various aspects of the impact on Palestinian
Arab Israeli citizens.

Research Results

Over the years, institutions of higher education in Israel have developed a tool
to predict the academic success of applicants based on a combined weighted
score calculated from the Psychometric exam and the high school matriculation
exams, with the relative weight of the Psychometric exam being greater. However,
empirical studies conducted a few years ago (Yogav and Ayalon, 2000) proved
that this prediction method is faulty since it fails to accurate assess the chances
for success of applicants from a poor socio-economic background. The inaccurate
prediction stems from the cultural bias of the Psychometric test, which harms
the chances of the many applicants that come from different social and cultural
backgrounds, including not only Arab applicants but also Jewish applicants from
lower socio-economic backgrounds. The score on the Psychometric exam is thus
a major barrier placed before Arab applicants who have satisfactorily completed
all other admission requirements of the university and are interested in pursuing
a higher education at one of the universities in Israel.

The Psychometric test, as documented by this research, intensifies the gap between
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