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Pedagogical Council, in collaboration with local Arab councils
and other Arab institutions, seek to provide complimentary
materials for Arab students in accordance with the goals
of the Arab education, which the Council has set. These
materials should work for the fixation of the Palestinian Arab
identity, and for the promotion of progressive human civic
values (such as freedom, pluralism, tolerance, and equality
between men and women) and for raising awareness about the
social, political and cultural problems and issues that the Arab

Palestinian minority in Israel is facing.
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system, organizationally and culturally, be established and
be budgeted by the state, so that it would achieve its goals,
both cultural and educational. This system would care for
the Arab education system; its infrastructure; designing the
educational policy; appointments; and creating the curricula

for the different subjects in Arab schools.
3 - Changing the curricula of the Arab education system:

We highly recommend that the curricula followed by the
Arab schools be changed in a way so that they reflect the
national, cultural, civic and educational specificity of the
Palestinian Arab society in Israel. This process should be
monitored by a professional pedagogical administration,
that is part of the Arab education system, and is independent
both organizationally and culturally. It is natural to assume
that the Arab Pedagogical Council, which was established to
design educational policy and create curricula for the Arab
education, should have a leading role in this field. We believe
that unless such a change is carried out, Arab education will
remain as is, and no fundamental change will occur even in

students’ academic achievement.

4- Provision of complimentary materials for Arab students:

During this time, and until the Ministry agrees to the previous

recommendations and requests, we recommend that the Arab
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such as the conflict between uniting the individual with the
group (especially the clan and the sect) and freedom of the
individual, between salafism (imitating the inherited) and
renewal, between subordination to the regime and revolting
againstit,and between women’s inferiority and theirliberation.
This lack of a clear vision or strategy by the Arab educational
system on how to deal with this hybrid value system, and the
social problems it creates, makes us wonder if the Arab schools

are truly qualified to act actively with this reality.

General Recommendations
Inlightoftheabove,weforwardthefollowingrecommendations:

1- An official acknowledgment of the specificity of Arab

education:

Since the Palestinian Arabs in Israel constitute an indigenous
national minority, and in accordance with the declarations
of the United Nations regarding minorities and indigenous
people, the last of which was the declaration approved by
the UN on 13-9-2007, we recommend that the Israeli State
acknowledge the specificity of Arab education and maintain
it.

2- Independence of Arab education:

In order to maintain the specificity of Arab education, we

recommend that an independent Palestinian —Arab education
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applied to the Palestinian Arab minority. The citizenship which
the curricula discuss is that in the Jewish state, and therefore,
it is fake and unreal, and rather formalist and imperfect.
Equal rights, a necessary condition for true citizenship,
cannot be achieved in a country that defines itself as Jewish.
In fact, Jews in Israel, even recent immigrants, receive some
basic rights that the Arab citizens themselves do not enjoy,
such as the right for affirmative action; the right of return for
expatriated family members; the right to live in Israel with a
spouse who does not carry Israeli citizenship; and the right to
commemorate a national catastrophe, etc. What is odd is that
this subject of true citizenship and the clear discrimination
against the Arabs does not get its due attention in the Arab
education system, which means that the decision makers
want the Arab students to know their limits and accept their

inferiority as second class citizens in the “state of the Jews”.

o- The curricula of the Arab educational system lack a
clear vision on how to deal with prevailing social values
and behavioral patterns of Palestinian Arab society, which
has moved from being traditional into one mixing tradition
with modernity. Such a transition can have serious negative
phenomena such as violence, crime, intolerance, tribalism,
sectarianism and low status of women. The dominant culture
in our society, as well as in Arab society, is a hybrid culture
which combines traditional values with modern ones, and it

is only natural that conflict exists between the two patterns,
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government, run by Arabist Jews who decide its educational

policy without actively involving Arabs in it.

2- Most of the curricula in the Arab schools are not original,
but are almost a copy of those in the Jewish schools. These
curricula do not stem from the culture and worries of the
Palestinian Arab society in Israel. When problems related to
translation (such as lack of clarity, inaccuracy, weak language,
linguistic errors and typographical errors) are also considered,
then these curricula might as well lead to the alienation of
the Arab students from school and consequently to their low

academic achievement.

3- The Ministry of Education and Culture uses the curricula
in the Arab schools as a tool to execute the official educational
policy of the government towards the Arab education. A
critical study of the Arabic, history, geography and civics
curricula points to the intention of weakening, submerging
and distorting the collective memory and the Palestinian Arab
identity amongst the Arab students, by making them void of
any nationalistic Palestinian and Arab contents and values,
while overloading them with Zionist and Jewish ones. All of
this is geared towards creating an “Israeli-Arab” person, with
no true identity, with no collective memory and uprooted from

his or her historical, national and cultural roots.

4-The curricula of the Arab educational system do not discuss

critically the issue of citizenship and the extent to which it is
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Summary and General Recommendations

Summary

This book presents a number of critical studies of the official
educational policy and the curricula of four subjects taught
in the Arab schools in Israel: Arabic, history, geography and
civics. Since the study of each curriculum concludes with a
summary and recommendations for that specific curriculum,
we will present only a general summary and recommendations
regarding the educational policy and the curricula of the Arab

educational system inside Israel.

Below are the most significant results that the studies in this

book have reached:

1- The Israeli educational policy towards the Arab education
is not separate from the general policy of the state towards its
Arab citizens, but is rather part of it; a policy of dominance,
control and exclusion which affects it and is affected by it.
The Arab educational system in Israel is therefore a tool for
controlling the Palestinian Arab minority and excluding it from
the process of decision-making. This has been clearly reflected
in the organizational structure of the Arab educational
system, in its “Department of Arab Education,” that belongs
to the Ministry of Education and Culture, characterized by

being highly centralized and completely dominated by the
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